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SIM² KU Leuven is one of the “KU 
Leuven Institutes” (official since 2020) Interdisciplinarity
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SIM² KU Leuven – our founding fathers
(and mothers)

2019

KU Leuven Institute Status 
obtained ! 
GA 24-2-2020
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2020-2022       

ERC PoC
SOLVOLi

ERC CoG
MICRODISCO

H2020 HARARE

HE ENICON

HE HEPAESTUS

ERA-MIN ACROBAT

ERA-MIN SCANDERE

EOS ECOBAT

HE SIMPLI-DEMO

HE INCREASE

EIT projects…



SIM²: A timely mission
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Megatrends [deep de-

carbonisation]

renewable energy – energy storage – e-mobility

SIM² contributes “to 
environmentally-friendly 
production & recycling of 

metals, minerals & engineered 
materials, supporting the 

transition to a climate-friendly, 
circular-economy
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Prices of key minerals & metals for clean 
energy transition are going through the roof

✓ Combination of rising demand, 
disrupted supply chains and 
concerns around tightening supply

✓ The prices of Ni & Al – for which 
Russia is a key supplier – have also 
kept rising, driven in part by Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine

✓ Raw materials now account for a 
significant and growing share of the 
total cost of clean energy 
technologies

✓ Relentless rises in Li prices are 
already translating into higher prices 
for electric vehicles 
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Timely character of our research –
SIM² in the press Communication



243 SIM² Members

16 Research Groups from Chemical Engineering, Materials Eng’, Mechanical Eng’, Civil Eng’, Architectural Eng’, Chemistry, 
Earth and Environmental Sciences, Economy and Management, Law

SIM²: the pinnacle of interdisciplinarity

GA Meeting SIM², Novotel Leuven, February 2020 (Pre-Corona)
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49 
in 

GA

243
Mem-
bers

General Assembly Members



SIM²: 6 Research Lines

9

RL1. Geological exploration and 

advanced resource characterisation

RL2. Remanufacturing and 

demanufacturing
RL3. Sustainable metallurgical 

processes

RL4. Upcycling processes for primary 

and secondary resources

RL5. Sustainability assessment and 

policy research

RL6. Process intensification and 

digitalisation



Developing interdisciplinary projects is 
key to what we do – Horizon Europe

✓Projects granted: 

1. HE ENICON
2. HE SIMPLI-DEMO
3. ERA-MIN SCANDERE
4. ERA-MIN ACROBAT
5. HE RECLAIM
6. HE INCREASE

✓Projects on the Reserve List: HE e-LiTE, HE 
PERICLE

✓Projects in evaluation: HE EXCEED, HE ERC 
ADG CIRMET, HE FIREFLY
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SIM² organises International Symposia
E.g. Remining Symposium May 2022
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Dissemination and visibility: 
SIM² mother hub website



Become a follower!
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SIM² communication: boosting our
papers/interviews & LinkedIn corporate page 2,000 !



SIM² disseminates your research

Send us a post about your paper/project – we will edit it, publish it on the SIM² website and
boost in on LinkedIn
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SIM²’s evaluation (20220224) & self-assessment

From the evaluation report (Ad Hoc Panel):

Dit instituut heeft de teugels stevig in 
handen en heeft een duidelijke visie waar 
men naartoe wil evolueren. SIM2 is dan ook 
een mooi voorbeeld van hoe het kan en 
moet. Het consortium stond al van in het 
begin sterk in de steigers, en toch hebben zij 
in de voorbije jaren niet stil gestaan en 
hebben zich verder doorontwikkeld qua 
schaal, differentiatie en breedte. (…)

De tussentijdse evaluatie wordt dus als 
zeer positief beoordeeld. 
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SIM²’s evaluation (20220224) & self-assessment
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https://kuleuven.sim2.be/

Contact: Peter Tom Jones (LinkedIn profile)

https://kuleuven.sim2.be/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/peter-tom-jones-5b024632/


Programme today
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